 
REHABILITATION OF OFFENDERS' ACT 1974PRIVATE 


NOTE FOR GUIDANCE 
1.
If you have at any time been convicted of an offence by any court you should read this note carefully before completing the application form.

2.
Under the Rehabilitation of Offenders' Act 1974 most sentences awarded by a court may be disregarded (for most purposes) after a period of time.  They then become known as "spent" convictions.  The time after which a conviction becomes "spent" varies with the sentence.

3.
If the necessary period has elapsed since any conviction and you did not have any further convictions during that period you are entitled, in completing the application form, not to disclose any "spent" conviction and to reply as though the offence, conviction and sentence had never taken place.  Any questions you may be asked on this form or at an interview may be regarded as NOT referring to convictions that are "spent".  If you have been detained in any establishment in consequence of a conviction which is not "spent" you are under no obligation to explain this missing period of time in describing your past employment.

4.
It is your responsibility to declare any convictions which are NOT "spent".  If you fail to disclose such a conviction you may, if appointed, be liable to subsequent dismissal.  Disclosure of convictions will not necessarily prejudice your appointment.  Should you accidentally disclose a "spent" conviction it will be ignored.  Nevertheless, it is your responsibility to distinguish between convictions which are "spent" and those which are not.  

If you would like further advice on this matter information is available at your local Department of Employment Office.  Alternatively, you may refer to the text of the Act itself or seek independent advice from, for example, a solicitor, police station or court office.  The attached list of rehabilitation periods is given for your guidance.

 
REHABILITATION OF OFFENDERS' ACT 1974

LIST OF REHABILITATION PERIODS
Sentence (whether suspended or not)



Rehabilitation Period
Imprisonment longer than 2½ years





Never

Imprisonment between 6 months and 2½ years



10 years

Imprisonment of 6 months or less





7 years

Borstal training







7 years

Fine or other sentence for which no other

rehabilitation period is prescribed





5 years

Absolute discharge






6 months

Probation order, conditional discharge or bind over



1 year or until order expires, whichever is longer

Detention centre order






3 years

Remand home, approved school or attendance centre order


The period of the order and a further year after the order expires

Hospital order under the Mental Health Acts




The period of the order and a further two years after the order expires

Offences committed whilst serving in the armed forces as above and also:

Cashiering, discharge with ignominy or dismissal with disgrace


10 years} 
Halved for 

Simple dismissal from the service





7 years }

offenders under

Detention







5 years } 
the age of 17 at the time of conviction

Note:

(i)
If a person is convicted of another offence during a rehabilitation period then the original period will be extended to cover the rehabilitation period of the new conviction.

(ii)
When a convicted person is disqualified (e.g. from driving) the rehabilitation period is extended where necessary to cover the disqualification period.

(iii)
If a person is sentenced to more than 2½ years in prison his conviction can never become spent.
